
 
International 

 
National  

 
State of New South Wales  

1969  
Club of Rome published 

"Limits of Growth". 

1972 
The United Nations 
General Assembly 
established World 
Environment Day 

1975 
The Belgrade Charter and 

the Tibilisi Declaration 
(1977) developed under 

the auspices of the 
UNESCO and United 
Nations Environment 

Program (UNEP) which 
outlined specific objectives 
for the implementation of 
environmental education. 

1976 
UNESCO-UNEP 

International 
Environmental Education 

1970 
Australian Academy of 

Science held a 
conference entitled: 
"Education and the 

Environmental Crisis". 

1979 
Australian Association of 

Environmental 
Education (AAEE) 

formed. 

1980  
Prof. Bill Stapp 
(American EE 

consultant) conducted 
inservice courses in 

environmental education 
awareness around 

Australia. 

1983 
First Environmental 

Education Unit 
established by the 

Commonwealth 

1910 
Gould League of Bird Lovers established  

1936 
Junior Tree Wardens formed.  

1967 
Gould League of Bird Lovers and Junior 

Tree Wardens combined to form the Gould 
League of NSW to promote environmental 

education. Adviser in conservation 
appointed by Department of Education.  

1972 
First Field Studies Centre opened. 
Association for EE (NSW) formed.  

1974 
First Gould League Education Officer 

appointed by Department of Education. EE 
resource writing team formed by 

Department of Education.  

1976 
Overview of EE in US investigated by 

Department of Education representative.  



program commenced. 

1980  
The World Conservation 

Strategy developed by the 
International Union for the 

Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) and the World 
Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) which set clear 

principles for the place of 
education in the 

conservation of nature. 

1992  
The United Nations 

Conference on 
Environment and 

Development (UNCED) 
held in Rio, known also as 
the Earth Summit, which 
prepared a framework for 
international action known 

as Agenda 21. 
 

Chapter 36 entitled 
"Promoting Education, 

Awareness and Training", 
called on nations to 

integrate environmental 

Department of Home 
Affairs and the 
Environment. 

1987 
Curriculum 

Development Centre. 
National Curriculum in 
cooperation with the 

states targeted 
environmental 

education. 

1990 
ACT government 
strategy on the 
Environment. 

1991 
National mapping of 

environmental 
education. 

1995 
Department of 

Environment, Sport and 
Territories and the 

Australian Association of 
Environmental 

Education. National 

1977 
EE consultant appointed by 
Department of Education.  

1982 
Combined position of EE consultant/Gould 

League Officer approved by the 
Department of Education.  

1989 
NSW EE Curriculum Statement launched. 

FSC numbers and functions increased. 
Professional development of teachers 

introduced in conjunction with release of 
the statement.  

1992 
Environmental Education Committee 
(EEC) of Environmental Protection 

Authority established.  

1993 
Release of NSW Government Policy: "A 

New Focus for Environmental Education".  

1994 
Ministerial Advisory Council on 

Environmental Education (MACEE) 
established by Minister for Education. 
NSW Board of Studies develops EE 



education throughout all 
levels and sectors of 

society. 

Environmental 
Education Workshop. 

1999 
Today Shapes 

Tomorrow A Federal 
Government discussion 
paper on Environmental 

Education. 

principles for curriculum developers.  

1997 
Release of NSW Government 

Green Paper on EE  

1999 
Establishment of NSW Council on EE and 

creation of Environmental Education 
Centres  

2001  
Environmental Education Policy for 

Schools distributed. 

 


